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Summary of Public Comments and Agency Responses:
The following is a summary of the comments received from members of the public and the State
Board of Education’s (State Board) responses. Each commenter is identified at the end of the
comment by a number that corresponds to the following list:

1. Sara Palumbo, Aquatics Director, Neptune School District

2. Leslie Donovan, President and CEO, Starfish Aquatics Institute

1. COMMENT: The commenters requested that the State Board approve a fourth option for
the issuer of the Water Safety Instructor Certificate. The commenters specifically
requested that the State Board approve the Starfish Aquatics Institute as a fourth issuer.
(1and 2)

RESPONSE: The State Board cannot consider this request upon adoption because it

would be considered a substantive change to the amendment that would require the State



Board to consult with the Department of Health as to whether the Starfish Aquatics
Institute would be an acceptable issuer of the Water Safety Instructor Certificate.
Therefore, the commenters would need to submit to the State Board a petition for
rulemaking demonstrating how the Starfish Aquatics Institute’s program that leads to the
Water Safety Instructor Certificate meets or exceeds the programs of the approved

issuers.
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